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Bolinga Center 7th Anniversary 
In Afrikan society the number seven has a 
very special meaning. On this our seventh 
anniversary celebration we are taking this 
time to reflect upon our past: the success, the 
progress lost and made, the resources 
gained, and the persons and mentors who 
have passed this way leaving a deep impres­
sion upon the students with whom they've 
come in contact. 
I see a small group of Black students, approx­
imately 50 in number, who are working under 
the handle of CABU, the black student or­
ganization on Wright State University's cam­
pus of approximately 10,000 white students. 
Feeling lost, alienated, and very much frus­
trated by the day-to-day hassles by profes­
sors and students, and impacted by the kill­
ing of black students at Jackson State Uni­
versity, the needs of black students at WSU 
came to a head. The members of CABU pre­
sented the administration with a list of ten 
demands, some of which were: 
1 Name WSU dormitory after Dr. Arthur E. 
Thomas, known black educator and advo­
cate of student rights (a dorm which re­
cently was named Hamilton Hall after 
some waterway). 
2 Hiring of a full-time recruiter whose main 
duties will be recruiting black faculty, staff, 
and students. 
3 The establishment of a black cultural re­
sources center. 
4 The right of black students to be included in 
the hiring of University administration and 
faculty. 
Well we all know that the first demand was 
not realized and looking back it was pretty 
ironic. The administration attempted to meet 
the next three Jemands with the Black Cul­
tural Resources Center being the only reality. 
Now, the Center didn't just happen. It is in 
fact the result of a summer of hard work by 
such dedicated students as William Gillispie, 
Linda Moody, Walter Williams, Larry Crowe, 
Lela Shepherd, Walt McKinney, Chester 
Russ, Teresa Dangerfield, Carolyn Wright 
and a host of others, for it was our task to 
research books for the library, set up the 
physical floor plan, and order furniture and 
equipment. With the help of black adminis­
trators such as Dr. Anne Shearer, Mrs. Betty 
Thomas, and Larry Abrams, we were able to 
succeed. 

September 1970-Spring 1973 
Dr. Yvonne R. Chappelle, our first Director 
and mentor, was a very spiritual person deal­
ing with the concept of the Afrikan diaspora, 
that cultural strain which joins all Afrikan 
people throughout the world. She brought to 
the University curriculum a course in Neg­
ritude, a movement by Black French ­
speaking authors very similar to the Harlem 
Renaissance movement in this country . 
Under her direction the Center hosted such 
persons as Ambassador Debra of Ghana, 
Leon Damas, the "Father of the Negritude 
Movement," Dr. Chike Onwachi , noted au­
thor and historian, Chancellor Williams, and 
the now world-renowned Alex Haley. 
Spring 1973-June 1973 
Mrs. Linda Moody Gillispie served as Acting 
Director. One of the founding students, Linda 
was very much in touch with the Center's 
purpose and goals. 


June 1973-July 1977 
Dr. Arthur E. Thomas took charge of the helm 
with the vigor and intellectual know-how of 
the brilliant educator he is. Geared towards 
problems now facing black people in this 
country, he added to the curriculum a course 
in Contemporary Problems in Black America. 
Dr. Thomas brought in such national experts 
as Dr. Rudolph Bromery, geophysicist and 
Chancellor of the University of Mas­
sachusetts and Elmhurst; Tony Brown , 
Executive Producer and host of Black Jour­
nal; Dr. Barbara Sizemore, former Superin­
tendent of Schools in Washington, D.C.; 
Vernon Jordon, Executive Director of the Na­
tional Urban League; Dr. Frances Cress, of 
the Welsing-Cress Theory; and a host of 
others. 
Dr. Thomas also started such programs as 
SPEDY to aid high school youth strive for a 
career in the sciences and worked closely 
with the 2 + 2 program in engineering be­
tween WSU and Central State University. His 
main thrust was to educate our young people 
and guide them towards careers in the sci­
ences. 
July 1977-Present 
Ms. Carolyn E. Wright was appointed Acting 
Director after Dr. Thomas took his leave. 
Carolyn, having served as Dr. Thomas's As­
sistant Director for four years as well as 
being one of the founding students of Bolin­
ga, was able to keep the Center on a path 
which will undoubtedly lead to the ac­
complishment of its goals. 
Other members of the Bolinga Staff include: 
Mrs. Dawn M. Jones, secretary; Mrs. Bar­
bara Ford-Foster, library-specialist; and staff 
assistants: Ms. Debra Thompson, Ms. Ajax 
Blue, Mr. Edmund Lewis, Mr. Kenneth Mar­
cell us, Ms. Jenny Douglas, Ms. Ashaki 
Zawadi, Mr. Raymond Harris , Ms. Leona 
Smith , Ms. Esther Sawyer, Mr. Terrance Ho­
gan, Mr. Dewayne Berry, Mr. Hugh McGuire. 
The Center has also been instrumental in or­
ganizing such groups as the Bolinga Dan­
cers , The Ebony Majestic Singers , and 
Umoja Weusi. 
Winter Quarter Schedule-1978 
January 
9 Lecture, 2 pm , Amphitheatre , Med 
School 
Ms. Carol Gibson, Education Director, 
National Urban League, Topic: "The 
Politics of Education" 
Mr. Donald Harris, Administrative Aide 
to Mayor Kenneth Gibson , Newark, 
New Jersey, Topic: " The Politics of 
Education" (Education in Cuba) 
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Bolinga Center 7th Anniversary Celebration 
13 Anniversary Reception, noon, Bolinga 
Center 
Anniversary Celebration Program, 
7:30 pm, presenting the Ebony Majes-
tic Choir, The Bolinga Dancers, and 
much, much, more 
Concert Hall, Creative Arts Building 
15 Anniversary Banquet, 5 pm, Univer-
sity Center 
16 Lecture, 2 pm, Amphitheatre, Med 
School 
The Honorable Louis Stokes, Con-
gressman, Ohio House of Represen-
tatives, Washington, D.C., Topic: "Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr." (Investigation 
into his Assassination) 
18 Student Orientation, 2 pm, Bolinga 
Center 
23 Lecture, 2 pm, Amphitheatre, Med 
School 
Dr. Joseph Roberts, Pastor, Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 
Topic: "Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the 
Man" 
25 Ms. Ruby Hill of the College of Phar-
macy, Cincinnati, Ohio, will be availa-
ble to talk to students on a career in 
pharmacy from 1 O am-2 pm, Bolinga 
February 
5-11 Artist Willis "Bing" Davis exhibits in 
the Experimental Gallery, Creative 
Arts Center 
5 Opening of Show and Reception, 
2-4 pm, Experimental Gallery 
Lecture on Black Art, 4-6 pm, Creative 
Arts Building 
6 Lecture, 2 pm, Amphitheatre, Med 
School 
The Honorable Mayor Kenneth 
Gibson, Mayor, Newark, New Jersey, 
Topic: To Be Announced 
8 Presentation by Mr. Bill Cherry on his 
recent study tour of Africa, 2 pm, 
Bolinga Center 
13 Lecture, 2 pm, Amphitheatre, Med 
School 
Mr. Tony Brown, Executive Producer 
and Host of Black Journal, Topic: 
"Where Do We Grow From Roots: An 
Examination of Media and Contem-
porary Life" 
15 Presentation on Ghana by African 
Student, Mr. Frank Bark-Addison, 
2 pm, Bolinga Center 
17 Black History Program presented ex-
elusively by WSU students, 7:30 pm, 
Creative Ar;ts Building 
March 
1 Poetry Workshop, 2 pm, Bolinga 
Center 
6 Lecture, 2 pm, Amphitheatre, Med 
School 
Ms. Willie Hardy, City Councilwoman, 
Washington, D.C., Topic: "The Poli-
tics of Poverty" 
Bolinga Center, Wright State University 
